THE

REEN BAG

AN ENTERTAINING JOURNAL OF LAW

Blackstone + Oxford + Parker + Rendell + Top Ten
Stern « Gressman + Cato S. Ct. Rev. + Some Quotations

CEX _Ante

_Articles President Harrison # the Hatch Act

DAVID P. CURRIE

Standing in Law © Equity

RICHARD A. EPSTEIN

First Things First

WARD FARNSWORTH

The Footnote Argument Revisited
IRA BRAD MATETSKY

Constructing Copyright’s Mythology

THOMAS B. NACHBAR

Irresponsibility Breeds Contempt
SUZANNA SHERRY

Dialogue: New Zealand DAME SILVIA CARTWRIGHT

From the Bag: Grant Gilmore DENNIS J. HUTCHINSON

ﬁ eatures Law School Observer BRIAN LEITER
b Byrnes © Marquart’s Brush with the Law JOSEPH P. TOMAIN
‘1@/{6%@ Friedman's American Law I1 GREGORY A. MARK
Hutchinson @ Garrow’s Jobn Knox = waRNER W. GARDNER

Slonim’s Framers” Construction KEITH SHARFMAN

(E&(POE Copyright in Perpetuity SAMUEL L. CLEMENS

B

2D SERIES + VOL. 6 No. 1+ AUTUMN 2002




Ex Ante

OLD-AND-IMPROVED

HERE IS ROOM for at least two authorita-

tive treatments of almost every subject

in the law. For federal procedure there
are Moore and Wright @ Miller. For contracts
there are Corbin and Williston. For constitu-
tional law there are Nowak & Rotunda and
Tribe. And so on. On the subject of practice
before the Supreme Court of the United
States, however, there is only one: Stern @
Gressman.

Since the first edition appeared in 1950, it
has been appreciated as the best source of
“everything, outside of the field of substantive
law, that a lawyer would want to know in han-
dling a case in the Supreme Court.” That first
edition was 553 pages long. The law and legal
institutions being the creatures they are, the
new eighth edition is well over twice that
length.

According to co-author Stephen Shapiro,
“Every chapter in the book has been exten-
sively revised to reflect changes in the
Supreme Court’s rules and new developments
in precedent. Beyond that, we have added new
discussion of oral argument technique in the
increasingly active argument environment in
the Supreme Court, and new recommenda-
tions for drafting effective merits briefs,
amicus briefs, certiorari petitions, and opposi-
tions to certiorari. Readers will also find an
expanded discussion of the Supreme Courts
screening procedures for certiorari petitions
and a guided tour through the Courts data
bases on the web. We hope the book will be
useful for Supreme Court practitioners,
appellate lawyers generally, professional and
amateur Court watchers, and law students
gearing up for their first moot court.”

Notwithstanding its ongoing aspiration to
comprehensiveness, out with the old and in
with the new is not necessarily the order of the
day when it comes to new editions of Stern
Gressman. Although footnote 6 in the preface

to the new edition reports as follows — “We
produced two supplemental pamphlets to
explain the 1995 and 1997 rule changes, entitled
SurrReME Court Ruires: THE 1995 REvI-
s1ons and SuprREME CourTt RuLEs: THE 1997
Revistons. The contents of those pamphlets
have been incorporated into this Eighth
Edition.” — the book does on occasion refer
the reader to those pamphlets. For example, in
the discussion of amicus briefs and Supreme
Court Rule 37.6, we find the following: “For a
more detailed discussion of the requirements
of Rule 37.6, see R. Stern, E. Gressman, S.
Shapiro, @ K. Geller, Supreme Court Rules —
The 1997 Revisions (1997).”

The lesson: old-and-useless does not neces-
sarily follow from new-and-improved.

The Green Bag also approves of the tasteful
color selected by the Bureau of National
Aflairs for the binding on the eighth edition.

Robert L. Stern, Eugene Gressman,
Stephen M. Shapiro @ Kenneth S. Geller,
SupreME Court Practice (BNA 8th ed.
2002).
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